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and huddled up together; the entombment of Arthur in the hold, where be suffers everything possible to his situation, from starvation to an attack by a mad dog, the butchery of the mutineers, the sickening riot, the desperate fight between the two factions on board, poison, shipwreck, cannibalism among friends, make the staple of the first part of Pym's adventures; some portions, such as the disguise of Pym as a putrescent corpse, the ship of carrion men with the feeding gull, or the details of Augustus's death, are so revoltingly horrible so merely physically disgusting, that one can hardly understand how even Poe could endure to suggest or develop them.    Death in every fearful form is the constant theme; even after the ship reaches the Southern regions the  author diversifies his  geographical and botanical extracts only by the apprehension of living inhumation, or the analysis of the sensation of falling down a precipice, or wholesale murder.    Poe's touch is noticeable here and there throughout, it is true, but he does not show the distinctive subtlety, force, and fire of his genius until the very end, and then only in a way to discredit the plausibility he had previously aimed at.   When the finely imagined isle of Tsalal comes in view, the real tale in its original part begins, and from that point the keeping and gradation of the narrative is exquisite, while a wonderful interest is afforded by the slight intimation and gradual revelation of the white country to the South.    The cav- a Group of Islands in. the 84th parallel of Southern latitude ; together with the incredible Adventures and Discoveries still further South, to which that distressing Calamity gave rise. 12nao, pp.198. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1838.
